The Company

The Company
Companhia das Lezírias is a public limited liability company and is Portugal’s largest agricultural and forestry exploitation, comprising Lezíria de Vila
Franca de Xira, Charneca do Infantado and Paul de Magos. It also manages Coudelaria de Alter through a 30-year concession by the State.
First, we should explain the meaning of the word “lezíria” - a ﬂat terrain, located on the banks of a river; and also the word “coudelaria” – a stud
farm, a place for breeding and perfecting horse breeds.
Lezíria of Vila Franca de Xira is composed by Lezíria Norte (north) and Lezíria Sul (south), divided by one road, ”Estrada Nacional 10”. Lezíria Norte
is made up of about 1,300 hectares exploited indirectly (tenants). As for Lezíria Sul, it occupies close to 5,000 hectares, of which about 2,600 ha are
leased and 2,200 ha are directly explored by Companhia das Lezírias, about 2130 ha for pastures and 320 ha of rice. It´s in Lezíria Sul, fully inserted
in “Rede Natura 2000”, that Companhia das Lezírias has been managing EVOA, the country’s largest bird watching center, for eight years.
However, the biggest Companhia das Lezírias property is Charneca do Infantado, with about eleven thousand hectares. Essentially used for forestry
(8,500 ha), where the cork oak forest predominates (6,570 ha), this is where the main crops of direct exploitation are located and which comprise
406 ha of corn, 140 ha of vines, 70 ha of olive groves, and 3,100 ha of permanent biodiverse meadows in organic production mode. More than three
thousand heads of cattle and the horsery known as “Puro Sangue Lusitano” (Pure Lusitano Blood), from Coudelaria Companhia das Lezírias, feed in
these meadows and in the rest of the natural pasture area (total of 5,800 ha).
Since 2013, Companhia das Lezírias has been the concessionaire of Coudelaria de Alter, an institution founded in 1748, which is a reference in the
maintenance and improvement of the Puro Sangue Lusitano breed and which has been going through a big process of restructuring, modernization
and dynamization, with emphasis on tourism.
Due to the importance of its assets, and to the fact that it is owned by the State, the management of Companhia das Lezírias assets is guided by
the search for sustainability in all aspects and by maximizing the public service.
NT:
“Lezíria” - a ﬂat terrain, located on the banks of a river.
“Coudelaria” – a stud farm, a place for breeding and perfecting horse breeds.
“Charneca” – a moor, an uncultivated and arid land where there is only underbrusg.

Agriculture and Cattle

Agriculture and Cattle
Agricultural Production respects good environmental practices and, annually, cultivates in its production
center of Catapereiro, 406 hectares of corn under Integrated Production and about 3,100 hectares of permanent
biodiverse meadows under Organic Production mode in Charneca. In Lezíria Sul an area of 320 ha of rice is
cultivated.
The main Companhia das Lezírias objective is to optimize the cultivation of corn through the gradual
adoption of Precision Agriculture/Smart Farming, which aims at the agronomic, economic and environmental sustainability.
The geographical area of Companhia das Lezírias meat production is made up of approximately
18,000 ha, located in the cities of Benavente, Vila Franca de Xira and Salvaterra de Magos. The grazing
area is about 9,000 ha, spread over Lezíria and Charneca do Infantado.
The speciﬁc conditions of production contribute to its products being of high quality.
The speciﬁcity of Companhia das Lezírias produced cattle is the result of the extensive system,
Production under Biological Mode, two indigenous breeds as a genetic base, vaccinated in grazing
throughout the year, pastures with a diverse ﬂoristic composition and self-production of all the
forage products used.
The raised cattle at Companhia das Lezírias, with a herd of about 3,000 heads, come from indigenous
breeds Mertolenga and Preta, and from their crossbreeding with exotic breeds, Limousine,
Charolesa and Angus.

Coudelarias

Coudelaria de Alter
Tapada do Arneiro is the name of the estate where Coudelaria de Alter is located, being a fully walled property, with an area
of approximately 800 hectares.
Former Coudelaria Real, founded by King D. João V in 1748, known by being creators of Lusitanian horses for Picaria Real, this
was one of the most important institutions for the dissemination of the name of Alter do Chão and for the continuity and
preservation of the equestrian race, expressed in the king's desire in “May this race be kept pure”.
The famous horse model of the statue of D. José at Terreiro do Paço, in Lisbon, known as “Gentil”, was born here.
Coudelaria de Alter has poorly structured soils of granite origin, except for rare lower points, with better texture of small
ﬂoodplains. Agriculture is essentially direct grazing through improved pasture and / or permanent dryland meadows,
making tiny areas for annual forage for cutting, storage and food at times of greatest food shortage.
There are still about 30 ha of traditional secular olive groves, monovarietal “Galega”, which gives us the opportunity to make
“Alter Real” olive oil, a highly appreciated gourmet product that you may have the opportunity to purchase at our store.
Nowadays constituted by several valences, in its 800 ha of landscape of great beauty, where peace of mind reigns, we can
ﬁnd here several institutions like “Alter do Chão Rural Development Professional School” (EPDRAC), a Clinical Unit in partnership with the University of Évora, a research center for the selection and improvement of horse breed and equestrian
and sports infrastructures. In this space, there is also a 4* Hotel that resulted from a concession for the recovery/
adaptation of several buildings, as well as a Falconry.
Coudelaria de Alter also offers museological and zoological centers of great interest, as well as several pedagogical activities, focused on the evolution and dissemination of environmental, heritage and tourism preservation.

Coudelaria da Companhia das Lezírias
Coudelaria da Companhia das Lezírias’ facilities are located in Charneca do Infantado,
at Monte Braço de Prata, where its effective breeder lives and proceeds to thinning
and teaching, with the male and female breeding carried out in the fertile lands of
Lezíria of Vila Franca de Xira.
Today, Coudelaria has a herd of 15 females of womb and is dedicated exclusively
to the breeding of purebred Lusitano horses, whose products normally sells
between 3 and 4 years of age, already thinned, both in the domestic market
and external.
The functionality of Companhia das Lezírias’ horses is also notable, due to the
number of animals, mostly females, that currently serve in the GNR Squadrons
(police), not only in their daily activities, but also in sports.

Sustainable Forest
Management

Sustainable Forest Management
Companhia das Lezírias main forest area, in Charneca do Infantado, covers 8,853
hectares, distributed among the four main species of trees in the Portuguese forest.
This area consists of 6,570 ha of cork oak, 1,040 ha of maritime pine, 680 ha of stone
pine and 560 ha of eucalyptus.
Companhia das Lezírias has its forest management certiﬁed by an international
standard, since September 2010 (SA - FM / COC - 002659 certiﬁcate). This certiﬁcation echoes the sustainability of its forest management. This public recognition
is of particular importance, since Companhia das Lezírias has a territory with
highly important resources in its custody.
Companhia das Lezírias has 5,000 ha of forest that supports habitats and
many species, namely birds. This area is included in “Zona de Proteção Especial”
(Special Protection Zone) and in “Sítio” (Site) that will soon be part of the
“Rede Natura 2000”.

I&D and Conservation

I&D and Conservation
Companhia das Lezírias manages more than thirteen thousand hectares inserted in “Rede Natura
2000”, of which more than two thousand in Tejo Estuary Nature Reserve, areas where at least 27 endangered
or critically endangered species of birds live. Here you can watch more than 200 species of birds
observed and many other species and habitats.
This heritage is the legacy of the management effort of previous generations and, more recently, of
almost two hundred years of management as an internal part of Companhia das Lezírias.
Our management has sought to increase the knowledge of the existing resources in order to reconcile
the production of forest goods and services with the necessary safeguard, maintenance and even
increase of the existing biodiversity. For this, it directly develops, ﬁnances and makes its areas
available for numerous research projects in the ﬁelds of ecology, biodiversity, forestry, ecosystem
services and climate change. Charneca do Infantado is a “Natural Laboratory” for the University
of Lisbon, but there is cooperation with Universities of Porto, Évora and Aveiro, and also “Escola
Superior Agrária” of Coimbra, INIAV, IP, and several other institutions.
Since 2012 it has managed a bird interpretation and observation center (EVOA) in the Tejo Estuary
Nature Reserve, one of the main wetlands in Europe and a crossing point for several migratory
routes that, in addition to being the largest observation center of birds in the country and an
important refuge area, develops a remarkable conservation and research work on birds from
wetlands and their habitats, being, in particular, a ringing station of constant effort. From all
these efforts, since 2014, three PhD thesis and ten Master's thesis have been completed;
eight PhD thesis, eight Master's thesis and 49 projects are right now in development; 50
published articles; 36 presentations at events; and 17 scientiﬁc dissemination actions.

Turism

EVOA
Located in the heart of the most important wetland in Portugal, the Tejo Estuary
Nature Reserve, EVOA - Visiting and Bird Watching Area allows visitors to discover
and enjoy the unique heritage that exists between the “lezíria” and the Tejo Estuary.
Three freshwater wetlands are included in the EVOA, totalling 70 hectares. These
ponds are particularly important for birds, being used as a refuge area or even as
a nesting place. In order to guarantee the tranquillity of the birds and to maximize
the experience and comfort when visiting, two photography shelters, four observatories in the lagoons, several camouﬂaged observation points and an Interpretation Center are available.
The Interpretation Center, in addition to welcoming visitors, invites them to
visit the permanent exhibition - EVOA, Where the World Finds Tejo - and to
participate in various activities complementary to bird watching.
But the experience begins when entering Lezíria Sul of Vila Franca de Xira:
the contrast between landscapes, the combination of tradition with innovation
and, of course, the variety of species that feed or take refuge in the ditches,
agricultural ﬁelds and pastures of this “lezíria” , welcome all who visit this
fascinating space.

Holiday Village
Aldeamento Turístico 4* (holiday village) is located inside Companhia das Lezírias‘ property is
properly integrated into the surrounding space, which is composed by a landscape of cork and
pine trees.
Located in Braço de Prata - Porto Alto, this tourist village is consisted by eleven wooden houses
and has a green area and swimming pools.
Each house has a bedroom with twin bed, living room equipped with TV, dining table and sofa
bed, bathroom and kitchen with stove, fridge and crockery. They are also equipped with air
conditioning. It has an outdoor leisure area with a balcony with table and chairs.

Visitação e Eventos
Companhia das Lezírias offers a wide range of guided tours for groups of tourists and schools
that allow you to enjoy unique moments of leisure, while making contact with rural activities
and with the biodiversity of the Special Protection Zone of Tejo Estuary.
Companhia das Lezírias is inserted in a territory of excellence and with unique natural conditions.
As a way of taking advantage of resources and in order to be able to make the wealth of this
area known to wide audiences, Companhia das Lezírias organizes several visitation
programs throughout its property, as well as events for companies and private groups.
There are several experiences that can be carried out Companhia das Lezírias’ terrains:
• A to Z Harvest
• Winery Visits, with tasting and gastronomic experiences
• Property Visits: forest (thematic visits: observation of the drawing of cork), “coudelaria”
(stud farm), cattle observation and the interpretation center “Sons da Charneca”
• Hiking, biking
• Bird watching
• Corporate and teambuilding event

Wine Tourism
In the space dedicated to wine tourism it is possible to get to know Companhia das Lezírias’ historical
and oenological heritage. With a wide range of programs available throughout the year, visitors can
discover the full range of Companhia das Lezírias products through a menu of tastings, guided and
commented on by the company's winemakers in an elegant and welcoming environment.
Visitors also have at their disposal a series of activities through which they can visit the territories of
the vineyards and the winery, at Herdade de Catapereiro, where they can observe the way of production
of the different ranges of wine and get in touch with the values of sustainability that guides the
production work of Companhia das Lezírias.
During the harvest season, visitors can also be “harvest assistants for a day” and join the Companhia
das Lezírias to - always accompanied by the winemaking team - harvest, tread the grapes on foot
in mills and end the experience with the tasting of grape must. There will also be an opportunity
to redeem bottles of wine from this vintage experience under the label “Vossa Reserva” (Your
Reservation).
If this offer whets your appetite, it is still possible to combine all these wine moments with an
unforgettable gastronomic experience with local products.

Equestrian Tourism and Visitation (Coudelaria de Alter)
Coudelaria de Alter Real was created in 1748 and is part of an enclosed space of about 800 hectares.
Underlying its creation is the preservation of the animal genetic heritage of the Lusitanian breed
and the preparation of horses for sale and to integrate the Portuguese School of Equestrian Art.
It has a herd composed of 60 womb mares, which are the basis of equine production.
In this stud farm there are all the skills connected to the Lusitanian thoroughbred horse, from
birth to competition, with special emphasis on:
• Neonatology and Reproduction Unit
• Unidade Clínica (Clínica Geral e Ortopedia)
• Molecular Genetics Laboratory
• Recreates
• Roughing Selection and Testing Unit
In addition to the sports component, Coudelaria de Alter has a visitation program that addresses
its history, from creation to the present day, documented in Casas Altas, with a strong interaction
with the daily life of a stud farm. On this visit, the possibility is provided to watch the departure
of the herd composed of 60 womb mares, which constitutes the high moment of the same.
In this space, it is possible to practice equestrian tourism, namely, horse-drawn carriage
rides, lessons, and baptisms on horseback.

Hunting
Charneca area of Companhia das Lezírias is, since 1989, totally organized from a hunting point of view,
with three hunting zones, two associative and one tourist area, the ZCT of Roubão, Braço de Prata and
Others (Proc. 66 DGRF) managed directly by Companhia das Lezírias.
The Tourist Hunting Area, with 8,425 hectares, covers the entire central area of Charneca do Infantado,
Roubão and Catapereiro. The principle of sustainability presides over its management, as is the case
for all Company's activities, to which special care is added, bearing in mind that the ZCT is integrated
in a classiﬁed area.
For those who come from afar, or if the hunting trip starts too early or ends too late, it is possible
to rest in the tourist village of Companhia das Lezírias.
Coudelaria de Alter’s tourist hunting area has more offers that can be consulted.

Wine and Olive Oil

Wine
Companhia das Lezírias‘ history begins in June 1836, during the reign of Dona Maria II, but it was in 1881 that, with the
planting of the ﬁrst vineyard, wine activity began.
Since then, the vision, effort, and work of many have contributed to making it a reference for the region and the country.
In 2018, in honor of Cincinato da Costa, a vineyard was planted using the same varieties then chosen by him in the
installation of a vineyard of his responsibility at Companhia das Lezírias.
Bernardino Cincinato da Costa, an unavoidable personality in the history of vineyards and wine in Portugal, was director of
the company between 1905 and 1930, a period in which he studied and published the Portuguese grape variety guide.
The 140 hectares of vineyards of Companhia das Lezírias are inserted in the heart of the protected area of the
Tejo estuary and totally surrounded by the forest where a natural ecological balance prevails.
Companhia das Lezírias follows a non-interventional viticulture, leaving nature with the role of keeping the
vineyards protected. With about 30% of old vines, the vines have Portuguese grape varieties occupying their
largest area.
The vineyard is located on the southern border of the Tejo region, just 2 km from the river, where it expands
into a “lake” about 20 km wide.
The soils of sand with some rolled stone and the 45 meters of altitude ensure the drainage of the rainwater.
They are soils with low productive capacity. The Atlantic and also Mediterranean inﬂuence result in a climate
with great daily thermal amplitudes in which the days are hot and dry and the nights cold and humid.

Olive Oil
Companhia das Lezírias‘ Olive oil production dates back to the 19th century.
Currently with an area of 70 hectares of olive groves planted in Herdade de
Catapereiro, Porto Alto, with ﬁve different varieties in sandy soils, Companhia
das Lezírias invests in the production of extra virgin olive oil with high quality
standards reﬂecting the company's values in each bottle produced.
Since 2015, with the integration of Alter Real in Companhia das Lezírias, the
olive grove area has increased by about 30ha. It is a traditional secular olive
grove, monovarietal “Galega”, planted in poorly structured soils of granite
origin in Tapada do Arneiro, district of Portalegre. It is in this olive grove
that the mares and foals of Coudelaria Alter Real graze daily. The oil we
produce from these olives is packaged in small gourmet bottles in a numbered and highly prestigious series.
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